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1.  PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To seek Council determination of a Planning Proposal which seeks to list 9 Centennial 
Avenue, Chatswood as a heritage item of local significance. 
 

2.  OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 
 

1. Support for public exhibition, a Planning Proposal to list 9 Centennial Avenue 
West Chatswood in Schedule 5 of Willoughby Local Environmental Plan 2012 
as an item of local significance. 

 
2. Forward the Planning Proposal to the Department of Planning & Environment 

seeking a Gateway Determination under Section 3.34 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 

 
3. Advise the Department of Planning & Environment that the Planning Manager, 

Mr Ian Arnott be nominated as delegate and finalise the Planning Proposal. 
 
4. Create a Willoughby Heritage Inventory sheet for 9 Centennial Ave reflecting 

the outcomes of the heritage assessment prepared by Architectural Projects. 
 

3.  BACKGROUND 

The Planning Proposal has been compiled as a result of a Council report on 12 February 
2018, that discussed the proposed demolition of a property at 9 Centennial Avenue, West 
Chatswood.  It was resolved at that meeting to issue an Interim Heritage Order for the 
property.  An Interim Heritage Order (IHO) was issued on 14 February 2018.   
 
Following publication within the Government Gazette (Attachment 2) the owner of the 
property was notified and provided with a copy of the IHO and a notification was placed in 
the North Shore Times on 22 February 2018. 
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The IHO temporarily prevents the buildings and structures on the site from being 
demolished. The IHO ceases to take effect after 6 months from the date of issue unless 
Council has not resolved to proceed to list the building and site as a heritage item under 
WLEP 2012. 
 
On 12 April 2018 the property owner appealed the imposition of the IHO to the Land and 
Environment Court.  The appeal was heard on 23 May 2018 with a decision issued on 31 
May 2018.  The judgement concluded that the IHO had been validly made by Council.  The 
judgement also concluded that the IHO be amended to apply to the curtilage of the dwelling 
house, excluding the separate garage structure on the site, so that the IHO is confined to the 
item determined as being under threat.  The judgment concluded that the applicant had 
sufficiently complied with two emergency orders issued by Council to protect the dwelling 
form the weather and making safe the site. 
 
On 13 June 2018 the applicant lodged an appeal against the judgement.  This appeal had 
not been heard at the time of writing this report.  This challenge does not prevent the 
progression of a Planning Proposal to list the property as a heritage item under WLEP 2012 
which is the subject of this report. 
 

4.  DISCUSSION 

Following the making of the Interim Conservation Order, Council’s heritage consultant, 
Jennifer Hill (Architectural Projects) reviewed the property and recommended that Council 
proceed with heritage listing. The assessment and recommendation can be viewed in full at 
Attachment 3. 
 
A Planning Proposal has been prepared by Council staff in order to amend Willoughby Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 (WLEP 2012) by including 9 Centennial Ave as an item of local 
significance within Schedule 5.  The Planning Proposal can be viewed at Attachment 4.  The 
Planning Proposal includes a location plan as well as documenting how the proposal is 
consistent with the strategic objectives of the Greater Sydney Commission’s “A Metropolis of 
Three Cities – The Greater Sydney Region Plan, March 2018,” and “the North District Plan 

2018.”  It is also consistent with the Heritage aims contained within the “Willoughby City 
Strategy” as well as Council’s endorsed “Housing Position Statement” (June 2017). 
 
The Heritage Study by Architectural Projects will also form part of the Planning Proposal. 
 
The Planning Proposal has been prepared in accordance with the Department of Planning & 
Environment’s “Guide to Preparing Planning Proposals,” as well as the relevant 
requirements under Section 3.33 of the “Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.” 
 
Should Council resolve to proceed, the next steps will be to forward the Planning Proposal to 
the NSW Department of Planning & Environment for a Gateway Determination. 
 

5.  CONCLUSION 

The Planning Proposal is considered to be consistent with the relevant requirements under 
Section 3.33 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
It is therefore recommended that Council forward the Planning Proposal to the Department 
of Planning and Environment, seeking a Gateway Determination under Section 3.34 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  It is further recommended that Council 
advise the Department of Planning and Environment that the Planning Manager, Mr Ian 
Arnott, be nominated as delegate to process and finalise the Planning Proposal.  
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

IMPLICATIONS COMMENT 

City Strategy  
Outcome:  
 

2.2 – respect and celebrate our history and heritage sites  

Business Plan 
Objectives, 
Outcomes/ 
Services 
 

To identify, conserve and enhance environmental heritage. 

Policy This Planning Proposal is in line with the Council’s Housing Position 
Statement 2017. 
 

Consultation This Planning Proposal would be publicly exhibited following Gateway 
Determination. 
 

Resource Operating resources used to prepare report but additional consultant 
resources were required to undertake the Heritage Study Review. 
 

Risk Risk of loss of property and /or their heritage character. 
 

Legal The Planning Proposal should amend Willoughby Local Environmental Plan 
2012. 
 

Legislation Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and Heritage Act 1977 
provisions. 
 

Budget/Financial  
 

The work completed by Architectural Projects is within the allocated heritage 
review budget. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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